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speare influenced the English language more than
any writer before or since. First of all he made
a great many new words, some very simple and
others more elaborate, but all of them so suitable
that they have become a part of the language. Such
a common word as bump, which it would be difficult
to imagine ourselves without, is first found in Shake-
speare's writings. Hurry, which seems to be the
only word to express what it stands for, seems also
to have been made by Shakespeare, and also the
common word dwindle. Some other words which
Shakespeare made are lonely, orb (meaning " globe "),
illumine, and home-keeping.

Many others might be quoted, but the great in-
fluence which Shakespeare had on the English lan-
guage was not through the new words he made,
but in the way his expressions and phrases came to
be used as ordinary expressions. Many people are
constantly speaking Shakespeare without knowing
it, for the phrases he used were so exactly right and
expressive that they have been repeated ever since,
and often, of course, by people who do not know
where they first came from. We can only mention
a few of these phrases, such as " a Daniel come to
judgment," which Shylock says to Portia in the
" Merchant of Venice," and which is often used now
sarcastically. From the same play comes the ex-
pression " pound of flesh/' which is now often used
to mean what a person knows to be due to him
and is determined to have. " Full of sound and